
Byline # 13
THE JOY OF GIVING

Exodus 36:5: And they spake unto Moses, saying, The people bring 
much more than enough for the service of the work, which the Lord 
commanded to make.

Based on well over 50 years of marriage, Darlene and I can testify to the 
blessings of giving. We do not “give to get”; however, there truly is a law of 
sowing and reaping. Are you aware that the average Christian gives away 
less than 3 percent of his or her income? What about tithing, God’s 10 
percent that should come right off the top of all income? Only 4 percent of 
all Christians are known to actually tithe. It has been observed by those who 
should know that the average Christian in our churches today gives less than 
the average American (saved or unsaved) gave in 1933 in the midst of the 
Great Depression. Of course, Christ’s church suffers for this spiritual Scrooge 
mentality; but the one who suffers the most is the non-giving Christian.

A half-century of marriage has taught my wife and me that we live far, far 
better on the 90 percent of our income that remains after tithe than we ever 
could have spending God’s 10 percent on ourselves. Most followers of Christ 
I know will give the same report. Proverbs 11:24–26 gives us the reason: 
“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth 
more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made 
fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself. He that withholdeth 
corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him 
that selleth it.” 

The blessings of giving come from (1) honoring God with our income, (2) 
seeing God’s work thrive because of our faithfulness, and (3) having our own 
lives enriched with our Father’s supernatural blessings. If you’re not giving 
to God on an ongoing, regular basis, don’t just “try it for a while,” but make 
generosity to God and your fellow man a lifestyle. Yes, you’ll be blessed!

O God, give me faith to believe Your Word, all of it, yes, even 

those parts that admonish me to be a giver. As John prayed, 

prosper me even as my soul prospers and I will always honor 

You with my checkbook.
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