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¥ sialeerd it the stxeclent covter fuse
v by wialbed st S cowddns help bt loak
an fedt an immsdiare asniction fe Hv
ﬁn&mm Yer Founis of second
derrenter freshmman, ann § soon discerred
s ol e there borger thaw f. Conld
wivis slighe difference in age part an end
te the dreaaes §alretdy faed? § ke is
imighs ctop ber, but [ wovdel s let it
step e
Happify. it did wot viwp cither of
aix Ohr dltter o B fovad Sewmic drives
s et onar Late-mighes walls sereandd the
catmpres beeame frequent. The favor of
ot wwurs Jeieking i,

By the next semester, § found mypelf’
fadling i love with ber. Howsnd Payne
Lhtversiny i Browuruwed, Tevas, srved
s the place wibere Govd brovght topecher
@ werr Tevas givd wish ohis sooeeh Tovas boy

O December 31, 1976, jeana and | got
mdrried.
Alehough nor all of sur 28 years of mar-
riagr have been casy by a lomg shot, wy mever
rosiedened du alternative. Not onee did we stwb.
bornly refre to work ont onr fmes o allew Eiller
conflice te burrow decp o our beares andd begin
ehrir destrucrive work,




won as | write this book, 'm happy 1o repont thar Gaod has given
Both of us & remewal of honeymoon ke, e mover experienoed
e wescusdinional, sacrificial, and willing ke for my wife. |
s b w:'n:' w.:ll'.i.ﬂ; 10 an I.IJI'I.HLI.IJ.'H;'.IIIH'I ol mariisl W'E, and
it theills me. After almost 29 years together, we are cmpry nesters — and
we bove . Wie loved being vogother before the kids ever came along, and
wie bowee i maw dhat thiey've left,
What caes wmething so wonderful as dhis? What enables wn o
enjisy it} Mothing but the Fovor of God.

8¢ Favor AND TOUR MARRIAGE # % #

Wt shot your marriage? Do kove fourish? Do you seill fod hon-
CYIHI liwe, o dises chat weem impm.l.l'l'rlﬂ‘ The Favasr af Gaod can :h:mpr
any marrizge. You might mot have started out eight, or it may mot be right
cven nows bun His favor can change everything,

e wie scarned havimg childeen, Jeama febt very conocrmed sbour
creating an environment that would encoursge our kids to kove the Lord
and His church. As a pastor’s kid hersdf, she knew thar many PR (pas-
tor's kidih soruggle on both counts, Even before our childoen were bom
(amd comtinaiing yet nosday), we prayed thar the Losd woild give our boys
a heare fur G,

When posple would sl “How can | pray for vou and your family?”
| womld abways reply, “Pray that ooy sons wil grow up loving Chaiag and
lorwimg ehe charch,” And you know whae? The Loed has answered thase
prayers! So far as we know, Josh never had a momont of iebellion against
G, Tosday, be's marriod to 2 lovely girl mamsed Kame who also bves
Christ, Mick i beginning seminary, studying to be a pastor, He just mar-
ried a wonderful woman named Merodith,

Dnid | diserve such blosings? Hardly. 5o why doos oive Gainhifil pastor,
whio loves his children an least s misch a5 1 do, bose owo of his kids? Why
am | so bountifully blosed? What prompes somcthing bike thag? Moching
bt the Favor of Geod,

Frsgssc THE Favor of Gots




# 4% FAVOR AND FRIENDS ¢+ # #

Orwer the years, God hus blessed s with many preas friends. W% lowe
gaing aut o dinner with them, and Ged has been pleased o advance His
kingdam chrough our friendship. When our friends walk through chal-
|l.'ngn|.=. wir've baent there fior therm, and |_|-||_-_|.- hawve: been there for us, 1 muost
not forger my long-time friends widh whom we had some meaningful
mevments tagerher in seminary. [r's indescribably wonderful to have qual-
ity friends whao alsm serve God.

Why have we been able to develap such
pood and healthy Friendships, when so many
pascors | know have mor? Ts [0 because we share
a few rhin.;g.: in commoaon? U¥r s 5|.‘|I.'I1.-|:'|'i1-il.1g &z

HEI MATTER WHO

YFL ARE, WHEHE Wil

paing on here! What makes great friendships LIVE, &30 SHAT YOU
like these possible? 1 bidiove it is nuthing but DIy FORRL A LIVING, WU
the favor of God i SR

[ redare thiese incidents far mie other reazon
than ta illustrace the huge diference char

T RECEIVE — AMD TIE

- RLESSED OUT ¢F Y¥UIR
enjoying the Byvor of God cin make o o

life. The favor of God is not fer prasstiors o, Lt
b abso fer tuck drivers, school rachers, b Go.
gracery clefks, engineers, professional models,
fast food coakes, nl-:q:cﬂph. Bactary workers,
OEWHpRpT FEporiers, aﬂ'ﬂ.‘rti.:ing exerulives,
poatal workers, and dav care providers. Favor falls on men amd women,

TR

h.:-].'.: and girlx. Ie's for miomz and dads aunes and uncles, gnndmu and
prandpas. It’s for single people and married people. urban peaple and
country peaple. 1t afects Republicans and Demmos rats and Lilserarians
and independens,

80 WHAT IS THE FAVOER OF GOD?> &% 4

How can favor make a difference o your life? To find the best answers
v those key quessions, we have o tarm o the Word of God. You will be
amazed ar the answers vou find chere!

GHRasEING THE Favos o 1‘;0—;:-1




[ began scouring the Bible a couple of vears age oo learn all T could
abowt the faver of Gaod. The firse thing char surprised me was how often
the subject came up in both Old and Mew Tesmments. Many crucial
points in biblical history twen on whether someone did or did not reccive
the favor of Ged, I you read the Book of Gepssis, you will see the favor
of God popping up at the most impormane places and times.

Caonsider the VETY firsr time in the Bikle thar we e favor come it
play:

I oo cowiese of tbwie Cindre Dol sowre of sl frwire of e soil
5 GR r_r,!j".-;'.fe'.ugm e Lewe. B Abed bmu_g:l’m‘f.-i.r l.lc-.n:lr.-'m:nu-:‘|"'r'|:r.l.r P
of the firsrborre af I flock, The Lown leadeed wich faver an dbel
aaid fris offering, burs on Coin and v offerivg De o mor fok il
v,

The ward translated “favar” here is the Hebrew term o 2, which
means o gaze steadily with interest or eo regard with favar, The word nev-
er pefers toa casal or disinteresied plance. When God granes someone
Hiz favor, He takes a keen and lively interest in thar person, He observes,
warches, studies, and lavingly fixes His steady paze on the ane so favorad.
Whar an amazing Pri'ril-:gc'!

Sa then, the faver of God is when God fises His gaze upon you,
even the derails of your life.

F‘mple want 1o make a difference wich their like ||'-':|'I!r|l WINT YT
life to make a difference, d'l::nE:c thi world of husiness, and make your
life coanni for ctermity, you will nog be able to magimize your life without
finding e fvar of God,

Why did God lock with fvor on Abel’s offering, but ot on Cain's?
We're not explicidy cobd, God always wants our best, however, and God
always hanors wholeheamed obedience. | believe God Grvored Abel be-
cause of two things, First, he gave God the frsthom, the best, Second, he
died s with an obedient spivte, God rends oo show His favor e dhose whe
eapery obey Him.

@ Fryvoowo Tk Favor oF Gon




Conversdy, Cabn did net choase te de dghr, and w0 presenrad God
an unasceptable affering. He ipnored God's admenition e do whar was
right. [n the end, he commirned the Bible's first murder. And so the Bible
rernembers Cain as someone whe “wa of the el owe, ™ and contrasts him

with his “rlgfiveas " brother?
S FImDIsG (r0n s FAVOR & #

When you think of Moah and the ark, whas comes to mind? Perhaps
you pacture cute lictle children’s books Blled with coddly animals and a
queanr liede boar, or an adorable, soft mobile bung over the crib of ais
infant. {:Irl|].' r.1n-|._:,', it seems, do mose of us piclum-.l. devascared warkd
devoid af all life excepe for one seasick man and his woazy family, all of
whaom et almaost a vear bolbing on a seollen sea with a oo full of
equally seasick wild animals,

Remember the stony? Humankind had grown se brucish and wicleed
that Gad was derermined to wipe out the entire evil mee. He decided to
serd a food that would take the lives of
everyone on earth — well, almost every-
e, The Bible save slmply, “Nead, Soinreen,

Tae avon or Goo Jound faver in vl s o ohe Lo, ™
CAN AUTUALLY MakE The ward translated “favor” in this pas-
THE THEEERENCE sage i ks il bt few. This is the He-
wp W
FETWERN LIFE AND bererw wiord most often translared “favor” in

pir Enplish versions, and ic means friendly
DEATHI AND HOBODY el 4

] y repard, approval, er graciows kindness., It is
it it used to deseribe any Free act of Kindness to-

ward another, The werd usially describes a
PR ST Pu:-r.mruﬂ ruhl:inq:hip, afren herween

THanN MoaH.

a superier and a subject.

Ini the Bible, “to find favar” means to
recetve the sttention and respc ol another,
and to eceive grear benefits from thar person. The word often has the
sense of shawing kindness o the poor and neady.

LrRASEFING THE Faviom Of 1.?|.'-:-l




Why died Meah recebve Gad'’s fnor? Apain, we'ie por explicidy wld, bur
immediacely afrer learning thar God bestowed His favor on MNaoah, we read
that "Nl war o ripheess maw, emelers aoong Bir contermpomries; Nah
auvitheed with Gl ™ * Apparently, God loves wo bestow His favor upon that
kind of person,

Cond Favred Mioah, slomg with his family. They escaped the ampag-
ing warars of the fleod, while sveryone else on earth — all those wha did
not receive God's Bvor = died in the viclent, :w'ir|i|r|g ddugc.

The Hebrew wiend frer commis from the verb daman, anad that Lieee
vierb lives on in many of the names we hear every day. You heard in cthe
bast rime your called for Hannah. or Anna, r Ann. You recall ic when-
ever you speak the name Mancy or Anita or Annette, or John or Jean or
Juam o Hans or Jan or even lvan, Every one of those names descends
divectly from boser, and should remilnd us of the wonderfil favoer of
i

# 44 FINDING FAVOR [N THE NEW TESTAMENT # # #

The Mew Testament also tells us about the Bvor of God, Ar che sery
beginiing of the Gospel of Luke, an old woman named Elizaberh finds
ot thiar she is going ta have a zan. even Tl'l-ﬂ-l.lg!'l- Foor decades she had nior
bﬂrn =.T|:F Eh“rﬂﬂ. .Il'ﬂ ﬁ.'ll.' dﬂ'ﬂdu ﬂ[l‘ﬁi‘!‘ E'lid !:l-ﬁ."l.'l toia ﬂH Lo Fﬂ Frl:‘g-
marit.

“Tive Lowd fuzs dowey tives for e, ™ the ecstanic woman declared, “iHe dar
Imﬂvd'm.fuﬁ_,'ﬁﬁw far theere r:l!-u'_'."i fir Sk annzy wy .u'.'ﬁ'g:r.-.u'r g e l.l:lruﬁ&" =
The word transkated “favor” here is the Greek term epeialon, which

lierally means “ve fix ene’s e upon or o ceneoem onesellwith.” [t
very slmilar in meaning o the Hebrew rerm e o thar we already comsid-
ered. God fixed His eves upon Elizaberh and granted her the desire of her
hearr, a son — a child who would prow up o become Jobin the Bapris.
the forerunmner of Jesus.

The favor of Ged cn accomplish jas-dropping mincles! Could you
s oned [F s, then perhaps vou may want o leam all you can abour the
favor of Ciaod.

@ Fryvoowo Tk Favor oF Gon




e Mew Testament word pers trandated “favor” abour sis times,
Thar word is awris, as found in Luke 1:30, which describes an encounter
berween an anpelic messenpger and a young woeman named Mary.

Tk ot o sifroanl. Mt " the anged savs, e pon Iiter fownd fieor itk
Gined, " Mary had found such grear faver, In fact, thar God chose her from
all the women in the world — and from all of human histary — o bear
the Saviar of the world, Jesis Chiise,

The sume remarkable word describes Jesus himsdFas He grow up:
el feswt dvcreasedd o wiselors wieed seadare, woed a0 fover bl Ceoed seid wiele
peaple. ™"

Wonald ya lakee T cni:n:.r thar kind of Favor? The kind char sec ."phr_p
apart from all acher women throughout all histore? [ealse portrays the
kind of Fxvor that characterized the life and minisry of Jesus Chrise. You
doint need angelic o mirculous sveinns ro be fvorads God can use the
srnaillest derails of yaur like Far rremendous

favor

# 4% FAVOR AND GRACE # # # WoitnouT any

The idea weally isnT s oudandish s i QUESTEOM AT ALL,
might seem, for rhar kind of faver. The word
charis appears in the Bible more than 2 hundred
ather times i the form of “grace.” In fact, “ha-
vor™ and “grace” are closely relared, We see chis

THERE 15 A STROMG

CIFREELATIOMN ANT

RELATHONSHIF

even in the Old Tesrament. Bemember Maah? BETWEEN GRACE AND
While mest English translations sy chat Gelys maviis ARy
b found “Ever” in the eves of God, some sy MEASURE OF Lon's

thar he Fouind “prace” in the cves of God. 5o
what's che difference? God ofers His “Gvor”
and “prace” mo thase who really wanc i, D

FAVIER THAT COMES
Tk YORLD O ME, TAKES

yor want it? 1 we loak ae “secular” hissory ETHEE OB RIT R

(1 pend v think of all histery as bownd up REASON ALONE: THE
b God's everall plant}, we see innumerable GRACE oF Crome
examyles. RN

CHRasEING THE Favos o 1‘;0.—::-&




[iv onir o cime, Beverly LaHase became hearmsick over the diseetion
oar counery was taking marally, and so founded Concerned Wamen for
America, the largest women's organfarion in the country. | dare say the of-
furrts af CCVEA, hL‘lpﬂI prut the debate abiut morals aned ethics on the nation-
al rable for discussion, Beverly ook on a difficuls csk and her willingess
mw do sowas a factar in being favered by God.
She waz favored for a reason.

A leass one ather word also pees rans-
T vavon o Lated “Bavor” in the Mew Testament. Debos

30D 15 noTH means favor, scceprable, or welcome, and
Appears in prassapes such a= 2 Carinchians &:2:
T tell pow, mowr & the sione of Gods favor, mew &
olre sty o serfrasefon” (NIV). This kind of favor
is offered ro all, righe nows regardles of herl-
rage or background or personal histery, God
extends chis kind of Gvor to yor dghs now
and savs, ':'fF:ruu hizve mwra.-:a.‘q::te& iy offer of salvation., now it the
time. Dot delay. Don't put e off! Al vou muse do co enjoy my favor in
sabvarion b to accept in, free and withour coss o you, right ar this very
miomeEnt.”

MYSTERIIE SRR

TANGIELE.

(R R

Im Hi= freat e, God righl: W 5 m-:::ﬂd'trtg Hiz favor ia you anid
e, Anviting us to place our Rith in His Son. Jesus Chris, whoe died for
oar sims and whe rese again o bring us salvarion. Have you experienced
thiz sids of Ged's Bvor? If nor, | LMEE Vil £ dizcover whar it's all abouar.
Ler the Brver of God smile LPaN Yy = and !-:EEF o n'rl.iiing fuer all
eternity! 1F vou've almady taben this step of Bath and have started down
the imterstare of God's favor Tlaviee vou tw keep moving with me. Believe
me, the wonders ahead are more than worth dhe orip!

#8 \Waar DoEs Favor DoF e e s

What happens to those who pesonally experience the Byver of God?
Whar kind of benefits do they recebve? How does che favor of Goed fill
their lives with blessing after Blessing?

@ Frvoawo Tk Favor oF Gon




Let e ooy mo entice you with a few cxamples of whar ir means to find
and enjoy God's favor. Then you rell me if i's worth pursuing with all
wvaur strength.

= Those whe recelve God’s favor also recelve "honon” along with the
primise, "M dos ae winhield te gead fram ther wbae e wiik

inregriy "
* God's favar Brmly establishes che work of a person's hands?
= Giod's favar helps us endure tough times. "
* Caoeds faver proteces “the rdghreous” ke a shield. "
* Goeds favor cransdates oo great power in prayer.

* Ciod’s favor turns even ome's enemies into unexpected allies. "

Wiald v like tex be biomored h_:," the Crearar of the universe? Wiuld
vou like 0 enjoy aff of the good things thar Ged wants to give you? IfFsa,
then vou need e fnd and enjoy Ged's fvor,

= [raes your life Feel a bic unsteady, a licdle shaky, and not very
seoure? If se, chen vou need to change all of thac by Ainding and
enjoving God's favor.

& Chr ape you going :hrnugh Fome mu§1 times? D you feel under
the min clouds. in che middle af a n:l:nqu:-nu:, =r I:HFPEI:' in the
smarling winds of a hurmsane? I so, then vou need the Rvor of
Cared,

* Do you meed protection? 1Fse, then vou need the favor of God,

= Would you like to see more of your prayers answered? [Fso, then
viri mewd ghe Fvor of God,

* Caould you use seme help from am unlikely source? 1F 5o, then you
i the favor of Gaod.

CrRAsEIrG THE Faves of frob |




# 44 THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SUCCESS AND FAILURE # ##

Finding che favor of God can mean the difference berween success and
Eailure, joy and hearcache, laugheer and ream, even life and deach, Meicher
you nar | can arder Gad to give us the full range of His faiver. We also
canmed |:||=.:15|:||.'||:|I.-|.' Him into a corper wo that He has no cheace but eo
grant Ig vo us, He grants Hiz favor sccording oo his bove and grace and nog
neceszarily according e owr achicvements or personal recard of podliness.

Yet, ar ane Bible hera shows us. we can alzo .lli:_grl aurs=lves with God's
purpuoses and Gods desires that '.w:plm ourselves in a Frime Pl.uil:'nun Lo
experience ocd's fvor, That should give us gret hape!

4 F ATTRACTING GO FAVOR: TIAVID & % 4

The Life of David shows us that while we can never “deserve” or “eam™
God's Bven, wie cam live im o way that tends to attaat His bvomble acten-
rhon

David hcg;m life as the FOUNEEST anid least ;egn.rdiecl: SOy im a Fﬂmﬂ"l,l aof
little to e matinal influence. In Gor, David had earned so lictle respee
by his early teen vears that his Bther dida even inelude him when the
prophe Samue — a figure of enommeus natonal prominence — stopped
by the Family homestead oo soe all of Jesses sons, " Yer despine Dravid's ap-
parent unimporance. God rapped him to suceeed Saul as king of lsrad,

Had David eamed such a F:il."th'gp.’ ﬂt'.lr|:,", not. Then wh:,-'did God
pick him over every ather young man in laael? Why ot pick Jonathan,
the soin of Sanl and rghefil beir to the throne, wis bacame David’s closest
u.in:h-l:,r Fri|:|:f:ti'_||:||uu:11=n. akbrer all, Fmﬁﬁ-n:l many af the same Enih,r q_u::li-
ties thas David demonstrated. S0 why was David chosen and not Jonathan?

Chalk it up to the Bvor of God. That, 3t least, i the New Testaments
cake on the subjeor, [na massively politcally ivcoreot simmany of liesels
hi.-g.'nn;_:,'., E'nephc'n_ the first marmyr of the church., described [Favid sim]ﬂ_l,- as%
o wha “found fver in God's sighe.™

Stephen could have used many other terms o picture the grear Da-
vidd: king, prophet, wardion, poet, singer, congueror of ferusalem, ancestar
of Jesus.

26 Frspma THE Favior oF Gor




Srephien chose aone of those wrms, Tnstead, he summed up the life of
David with a single thoughe: the man enjoyed God's favar.

We don't have to take Stephen’s word for i, of course, Jesus himself
did a pretry pood job of summing up David's life and the fvor he en-
foved afrer Dravid declared his desiee ro build a permanent home For the
ark of the covenant. God instructed the propher Mathan o sl David:

1 took you frow she pastrere and freme following the sheep to be
rader ewer any people femel T haee been urith yow wierever yon fire
e, awd T leave dsrroped aff sour ereries fefore your, ol wike o
mmrf.v.!_:.w.u Hiks plogr glf-:fn-gn'ﬂrn i whe faned L Mlén[l'gﬁrf__mu
rest fror ol poae eaeaies,

e Lot cleclarer vy The Lorn bapesll unll wiaks @ horie
Jor yeis, Pl alie ap after yow sour decerdanr, wbo eill core
fmrr_:,'.w.! b.?a:} and F el emablich hir Hhﬁﬁ.‘lﬂm. He will build &
Iease for my Navee, omd § will exeablist rive throne of hiv kingelom
forever. . . Yowr horse and Einpden wit] eadure befove Me foreeer,
wnal posrr theranre il be euabliched forever'®

[sn't cuar Gooed amazing? He really wanes oo Sover you!

."l."|:|:|1;r cemiuries later, 5:n-|.1|'|r:r: leoked ar ihe life of David and pro-
claimed that the king owed everything good in his life to the fvor of
God, Just consider how the gracious, undeserved Gvor of Gaod fad
hleszed Diavid s tremendnml}':

= God ook a by who “followed” sheep and tumed him inte a man
whio “ruled” the Lord's own peaple

# od wene with David wherever he went, even into the hard and

diffscult I:ll.'ln.'u.
* God caused che defear of all David's enemies and gave him rest
froom the batleleld.

CrRAsEIrG THE Faves of frob |




= Cosd, by His own cholee, decided oo build a “heuse™ for David,
when David had expressed a desire oo build a “house” for God,

= Cooed would make sure char David’s kingdom pever ended,

# &% GRACE UNMERITED # # #

What couldd such Bvor be other than God's Erace hﬂing demiansgrar-
ed! How would Diavid have seen it, other than asa gracious gesture from
his Almighey Lond?

DChied Diawvid “ears™ any of this gracious tretment? Mo, Did be receive
this abundance of divine favor as payment in return for good desd & Mo,
God's faver cant be carned. nor can it be received as a wage for labor per-
formed. Dhavid knew this — and sadly, he would see the flip side to this
truth Ay s lager.

e sad daye Duavld commibmed adubreny with amother msans wife, and
then arranged for his murder, The Lord held David fully accountable for
his reprehensible actions and reminded David both of His Bver and how
the king had se badly abused i

Fareinres yois Mg over Frrael, v T delvered yow from rie
hand qlf'.":n'u'.': an'.lr_pa.u'r mwerer T oo i@ o .-rr.l.-f_|.mr LS T T
wives e posr g, wond § gave pow the Basce of Frevel aud Jodak,
aveel £ theas st wor enengly, ol v givesr pow even e,

Wy rhens Bive sou decpldivd rhe commaid of vhe Lorn by dodvg
el I rwasiaer eodl? Vew serack oo Firiah she Wissite wirh the
rora anad took Jrix wife @ yowr ew wifr — you arsrdered Sine vk
e Averiareieed ol N therefiore, vl srod will srever fealee posr
Dnsase Becawie you Aesplivd Mr and roak the wife of Urial che Fliiee
s e yorr s e’

Tar my i, ehe saddest line of all appears after the Lond pecouwnts the
stappering fvor He had shaown to Dived belfore his afaie W (Fshar reari
wior pogeh, " the Lord says moarnfully, "7 wewld bave ploer pow cven more,”

Whar amazing favor did David forfeic by his foelishness® Wl never know.
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David understood thar he could not demand God's favor. When dhe
child bern throagh his adultery fell gravely ill, and Marhan the prophes
declared that the lictle boy would surely die, “Dineid plerva wivd Crod for
e dary e fasted, voent bare, sl speve the wight bing i the growad.
el spoedd wor e auyefdag, ™™ Lager, o a bewildered cadre of servanis,
David explained his behavior "Wkl obe bady s wlive, £ fered aed e
bﬂnru—;r..":hug&r. “Wha donaun? The Lopn
Ty lvgm‘riem to wve e led drirm Live,t <1

This is the perfiap™of Godls bvor. [n
this case, the “perhaps™ came up a “ne” The
child died.

All alang, David knew that he could
mevier demand divine bvor, Yet still be asked

Hﬁ."."E Tl EVER
LN AR RE D HOW
MUCH PAYOIL Yol plss

WHEN VIHI FAILL TO KE

WHAT 0D WANTS ¥oU for it How did the king respond when this
T BEF Have vou EvER rime Giod did noe shiwe David His Geor?
TOMDERED WHAT WOl What did David de when his infant son

died? [did he curse Ged? Scream ae Him?
Accuse Him, berate Him, seom Him, or
abandon Him? Mo A man who b casted
YOI FOR & LIFETIME? the favar of God knows there is nl'ld'liﬂg
4 better, even when that fivor chudes him for
a timse, [nstead, the Bilde says, “Then Diaand
o e e il o, Fie woosbed, adiered
||El.|:.IHI|".J:I'.- rﬁ.mlgn-'.d'.ﬁi-: clorhe, went fe o Lo S bagee, and uwrhp.ni =M

Thﬂ:I: \"'l'l.ﬂ: a4 Imart 'l'hﬂ ]'l.ﬂﬂ ﬂFEr‘b:ﬂ.l:\:'d tI'HE E".'Dr ﬂ{Eﬂd &Iﬂ, CYEenm
whien b confesses bis deep and werilde guile. Those who have tasted
Gods Bwver can never per enough of thar favar, So dhey pray for [ hope
For ir, and look for br, They do so poet because they deserve b bug because
they know Gied s gracious.

David, the Bible tells us, was a man after Gaod'’s awn heare.! Although
Seriptune docs ot sy so, the peverse sooms just 3% e 1o me — the Lord
was 3 God after Dravid's own hearr, When chose owo things come tegerh-
er, | doubs God's faver can lag far behind.

LEFE WiLULD HE LIKE 1F

Gon ser His carr ox

CTRASEING THE Favos ofF 1‘;0.—::!




# 44 PRATING FOR GODS GRACIOUS FAVOR + ¢ #

[t's good to per in on the open “sore” of God's good Favor, It encour-
apes our hearts oo know chat it exises, cthae it has Blessed and continues o
bless God's people. and that it can clear away the dadsest clouds and roll
back th loudest thunder,

Bur bn anether way — o whar? How can knowing abeur God's faver
henehit us righe now, right here, right where we arc? [Fthar favar is an ex-
pressicn of God's prace and sl:-mr.':hir:il_ we can't earn, work for, or deerve,
then what I.I:lmrtﬁrml' difference can I:nl:nw'm[l_ about it make in owr d::rﬂm-
iy livees?

[ chink che apostle Pal would Like to handle that one, In welling a few
friends abewt some rmagh times he endured in one far-Bung corner of the
warld, he onoe let slip another licele "secret” abour God's gracivus favor
Paul dida’t merely want them e know of God's existence but, instead, be
bmploed them o pay foe i

Paud gald his friends thar God had net only deliversd him from a
cerrible end, bur thar be expecred him o continue ma dao so in wharever
adventures awaited him. He told them that on Gad “wy foey o oure
Ilulnr eiair e pull comesinne o defiver wi. " How could Paul entertain such a
hospet Where did he pusser the confidence thar God would conrine o
deliver him? It grew in his heart. Paul vobd his friends, 71 yow felp wr by
your proyers. Threw reguy will give tarmks o owr bebolf for the graciows favor
grautend wr fn damroer b the prdyees of niiny

e, Crod s favor s a pracksus gestue, froee aid undeserved and wis-
sarmed — on the house, s :-.:-J:pq:—d'.;. IEI:,-' his e-:-la.mpl:'. Pl Irges Yo and
nutupm:r_,ﬁrr'.r.’“i: is nae some rrﬂl::," ald |:'|1-:|:|||:|Ej-:.'tt relic o be dusted

off and appraised at an antigue show. Instead it s a living, dymamic, potent
force tor good char Paul thinks we should be calling down on one another,

It is called “favor” che favor of Gods thar incrdible experience when
Ciod Fixes His gave upon you, even the decails of vour life.

S0, jus vne los question, and I'm done.

Are we?

@ Fryvoowo Tk Favor oF Gon
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