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LCHAPFTER IV

STUDENT LIFE; THE YOUNG
CONTROVERSIALIST,
PURITANISM IN TRINITY
COLLEGE

e |..|.'-:1|'|1'r 1'||In'r|.'-:1 '|'ri|1'i|!_:.' l::||||1'|_:__|.' i |5".:'3. |'||.'
immediately directed his atention o Greck and
Hebrew smudies. He alse devored much amenrion

o history and -::hr||11-::-|-::rf::__l.-. The words of Cieeros Merrre .:rruﬂ"
CTRECE FHTH HaTHS 1: dFoetderit i ese FEREPEY P8 PUSFIRIR — seermied
to have had grear weight wich him. Ar the carly age of fourreen he
tiacd |:-|'|__:|.|11 his Ammades and a year later he had drawn up chronice
of the Bible, as far as Kings, the nucleus of the work he published
larer in life. and which sdll supplies the dares ar the headings of
1|1-.' -'.'h:lE:-h 1 1|1-.' |':'.1:||!|'|||'ri.--.'|:| Version ||'|- Ihr l:}ld Testarnent. H-}'
what authoricy Ussher’s chronelogy obrained this position in our
Bibles scems never to have been dearly ascerrained.

I 159G, Usher went up for the cic'gn'-r of BUA., |1.4.l.'i|1|;__ previe
onsly been elecred to a scholarship, He performed the necesary
exercises in the presence of the Eard of Essex, the Lord-Depury
and Chaneellor of the |..||1i1.'|.'rxil:r'. O the death of his Fgher, ewo

vears later, we are told thar he resigned the whole of his estare

a
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to his brothers and sisters, with the exceprion of a small portion
which he retained for himself, He seems to have done so from a
desire to be as Free as possible from worldly cares, with a view o
prosecuting his studies withour incermuption.”

Two circumsrances now combined to give 3 marked bias o
the theological opiniens of Ussher, One was a narural reaction
from the Roman Cartholic leanings of some members of his
family, the ocher the strong Puritanical dlement char prevailed
in Trinity College, Srapleton, a polemical writer in the interests
of the Church of Rome, had written a book called the Foreres
af the Faith, in which he endeavoured to prove, by quatarions
from the Fathers, thar the Roman Carhelic Church was the
old Church, and Protestantism aleogether a new religion. To
cormbal 51.=E:l|1.'l-::-n. Usshers aptention was direceed o the earies
Christian writers, and he commenced thar srudy of the Fachers
which only ended with his thirry-cigheh vear.

Bt Ussher found 2 still more formidabsle Foe o his Faich
in the Jesuit Henry Firesymons, The carcer of this remarkable
muan deserves more than a passing norice. He was sprung of a
Lr.u-::-d stosck, whe were all “of name and aceount in Dubklin.” His
branch of the family was sertled in Swords, and he himself was
born in Dublin in 1366, His father was a senator or alderman
af the ity and his gl‘d.l'llellhl.T was 5ir Thomas Fitesymaons,
Prime Serjeanc-in-Law, By his mother, Anna Segrave, he was
allicd vo the Stnihuse, and James Ussher was his cousin.’
]'-i‘l'll'."j'l'l'll.!ll'lﬁ SIS Lo I'I.:'i'l' I'!ll.'l.'l'l L:II.H-II & R.i'l'l:l:l:l'l [:i‘ll‘l'ﬁliﬂ, ."il'll::i.'
he tells us that when ten years of age he was “inveigled inro
heresic,” and ar rwenry-one he claimed thar he was “able to con-
wert inea Protestancie any encouantersr whatsoever.” In 1583, he
marriculated ar Hart Hall, and subsequently rerurned to Ireland,

I. In chds wear che infann Ii'nllrg,r was i a |'\-I':'1'.ir||'|lla vandiniom. “For lack

ol malneenance i was n-.ap:l,].- 143 dllssohee and I:nn.ale-up Wi had nes been
relicved o this dmstann, The Queens prane of 100 per anmam was

acconlingly raised o BN " — Calendlir of Srare Fapey 1596, p. 1590,
2, Bee Lhober Meamoins, p. 19, 277 amd D, Mar. Hiop.

r"”'_%*'-—:'f 61 STy
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and gave “grear disedification in Dublin by his error™ — ie.,
Proestantism. In 1587, we find Fitzsymons, 1in Paris, where, in
controversy with Father Darbwshire, “"an owld English Jesuir,”
nephew of Bishop Bonner, and formerly Archdeacon of Essex,
his Protestantism was overthrown, and he was received inte the
Roman Carholic Church.

In 1596, Firsymons, who meanwhile had joined the Jesuir
Ohrder in Rome, was sent back o Ireland in respoase Lo a En’.‘LiIi-::-n
from O'Meill and others, o carry on a mission, and he opened a
chapel in a noblerman’s house in Dublin and celebrared the fisst high
Mlass char had been heard of in the iy forr rllrl:r' years, As is 11&1.':}'.'.
the way with converts, Fitssymons, from being a warm supporter of
Protesranrism, had now become one of s mose bioer assailans.

Ar |r.'ng|h his AR IVEness became =0 el that the authori-
ties were compelled ro interfere, and Fitesymons was seieed and
thrown intoe prison in the Castle of Dublin. His incarcerarion,
11[!‘1“":'1.'1, 'L'I.!l'l:lll.'l mixl I'I:l.'ll'l' I'II'.'I.-II '.-'\vl.'r_'r' REWVETL, AN I'Il' Wls EH.'TEI:IH |.|.'l'|
to hold a religious controversy with Challoner, Hanmer, and
Rider the Dean of St Parrick’s. Against the lamer he maintained
the thesis thar “all an Bigpuitie 1 repugnant o Protestancie,”
Fitzsymaons himself, in the dedication of his “Brirannomachia”
to Aquaviva, the General of his Order, gives a graphic account of
his conrroversial labours, and also of his interview with Ussher,
“While 1 was in captivity in the Castle of Dublin for five years, |
did everything in my power to provoke the parsons ro a discus-
Kii'l'll. P wl‘ll"lll.-l'l.'r] li.l.'l LY 1|'|1._'f' WETE EJ:K"iI'IE‘ il.'l 1|'|1. I:'::lrl-ll.'l'i'lrﬂ
or castle vard, [ cried to see them, and by word or gesture to
arrracr their artention, Bur they neither wished to look up ar me
in the ower, nor did Ihl.-_|.I pn.'ll.'nn:l e hear me when | |:1:|u.|'||.'|1gr.'-|.'|

them in, a stentorian voice.* One indeed, a yourh of eighteen,

3. The Casmle was 1w Dhublin whar the Tower was 1o London. According
1o the Carese ML I had same very Tovan hacrimie “<|_|II'|'J_|'|'|II£_" Ko
alse I[-::-gun'.-: et Trkdien u__r':.ﬁ.- Slvremrh l!'.'ru.l.rur:r. P I, 12.
I-'||'.'.-i:,l|'|||'|||.-: sedrmia nee 1o have heen Ilar':th:.-' rreangel. amed 1o have enjoved
a vonsideralbde anount of ibery

-
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ela, dmprinted s characrer on the Trish cleipy of his day. — Repon
of the Thiblin Church Congress, po 126, Professor Mahaffys view is
ilwar Travers, Alvey, andd Temple were mon whe wore “haualkad in dhr
English prennuoticm by iheic acknowledged  Puritnizm,” — Baad o
Tiaveity College, po 170 I the M5, Bosm, Trimiy College, Dabling may
be seen noes, made by Ussher when an undergraduate, of Travers'
sermons preached in the chape, Trinity College, Dublin, dated 1594
(Cass %, 130 Trinicy Calleg:e was mot e:-:nepl:inrul in itz Puritanizm.
Ix hadl & rival in Emmanuel College, Cambridpe, where the ambioricies
discarded surplices and loods 21 moming and evening prayer, as well as
ar the celelsrarion of the Hely Communkon. College suppers, a5 a nilke,
were ghven on Fridays, Blshop Hall wrire s Wadsworth, aftersands
e 1o the Infanta: “In Emmanoe] Colloge they meveive the Holy
Sacrament diinge wpon feons alaoar the commmmien-table, and doe
pull the leafe sme fram the other afier the minister hath begon, And s
the cupp, one drinking, as it were o another, as good felloows, without
any particular application of the saide words more than omee for all.”
— Lewis’s Life of Flall p. 32-3. v was of this college that [ Presian
became p-n:sid-:ru. We alse read thar in the absence of D minp'ﬁ:, an
a cemaln Sunday, Mr. Carrwright and owo of his adberenns made theee
sermons so vehementdy invelghing apalns all ceremondes of the Charch
ilwar, ar leaving praver, all schalars save thee cast of T oheie surplices as an
absaamdnable rdic of superstition, — Sce Fullers Sy o ole Lndrey
af Crmsfeanlge, po 197 Compare the sarplice aets of our e day in St
George's-in-the-East, as described by Stanley, Life avd Corapandence, i,

p. 2% &
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